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precious gift should only have been vouchsafed after
the lapse of many ages; or why, when it was at last
given, the evidence of it should have been left open to
so much doubt and difficulty. Let it be remembered
also that the goodness of God affords no presumption
in favour of a deviation from his general system of
.government unless the good purpose could not have
been attained without deviation. If God intended
that mankind should receive Christianity or any other
gift, it would have agreed better with all that we know
of his government to have made provision in the
-scheme of creation for its arising at the appointed
time by natural development; which, let it be added,
all the knowledge we now possess concerning the
history of the human mind, tends to the conclusion
that it actually did.

To all these considerations ought to be added the
extremely imperfect nature of the testimony itself
which we possess for the miracles, real or supposed,
which accompanied the foundation of Christianity and
of every other rewaled religion. Take it at the best,
it is the uncross-examined testimony of extremely
ignorant people, credulous as such usually are, honour-
ably credulous when the excellence of the doctrine or
just reverence for the teacher makes them eager
to believe; unaccustomed to draw the line between
the perceptions of sense, and what is superinduced upon
them by the suggestions of a lively imagination; un-